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sprang up and moved away. Other friends knelt and crouched and bent to her, and she lost sight of the pharmacist as he moved off through the dispersing crowd..Although
this was perhaps the happiest evening of Celestina's fife, it wasn't without a note of melancholy. She couldn't avoid thinking about Phimie..When the old man died and
Agnes inherited the property, the three of them played cards in the backyard for the first time on the day of his funeral, played openly rather than in secret, almost giddy with
freedom. Eventually, when Agnes fell in love and married, Joey Lampion joined their card games, and thereafter, Jacob and Edom enjoyed a greater sense of family than
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they had ever known before.."Yes. The dried root of a Brazilian plant, the ipecacuanha. It induces vomiting with great effectiveness. The active ingredient is a powdered
white alkaloid called emetine.".After two years of rehabilitation, Tom had been pronounced as fit as ever, a miracle of modem medicine and willpower. But right now he
seemed to have been put back together with spit and string and Scotch tape. Arms pumping, legs stretching, he felt every one of those eight months of coma in his
withered-and-rebuilt muscles, in his calcium depleted-and-rebuilt bones..She was four years older than Phimie. They hadn't i;.mn a great deal of each other during the past
three years, since Celestina had come to San Francisco. Although distance and time, the press of her studies, and the busyness of daily life had not made her forget that
she loved Phimie, she had forgotten the purity and the power of love. Rediscovering it now, she was shaken so badly that she had to pull a chair to the side of the bed and
sit down..The boy's difference was defined as much by what he didn't do as by what he did. For one thing, he didn't observe the Terrible Twos, the period of toddler
rebellion that usually frayed the nerves of the most patient parents. No tantrums for the Pie Lady's son, no bossiness, no crankiness.."Even when I was a young boy," Tom
continued, "the world felt a lot different to me from the way it looked to other people. I don't mean I was smarter. I've got maybe a little better than average IQ, but nothing I
could brag about. Flunked geography twice and history once. No one would ever confuse me and Einstein. It's just, I felt ... such complexity and mystery that other people
didn't appreciate, such layered beauty, layers upon layers like phyllo pastry, each new layer more amazing than the last. I can't explain it to you without sounding like a holy
fool, but even as a boy, I wanted to serve the God who had created so much wonder, regardless of how strange and perhaps even beyond all understanding He might
be.".Like a disc fish with silvery scales, the coin lay in the cup of Junior's palm. Directly over his life line..Outside, he discovered that some worthless criminal wretch had
broken into his Suburban during the night. The suitcase and Book-of-the-Month selections were gone. The creep even swiped the Kleenex, the chewing gum, and the
breath mints from the glove, compartment..Always, he was good with Barty, and on this occasion, he teased more than the usual number of smiles and giggles from the boy
as he tried to get him to read the Snellen chart on the wall. Then he lowered the lights in the examination room to study his eyes with an ophthalmometer and an
ophthalmoscope..As Sinatra began to sing "I'll Be Seeing You," Junior stepped around the bloom and the Merlot. He cautiously peeled back two inches of the curtain at one
of the sidelights..When Junior opened the trunk, he discovered that fishing gear and two wooden carriers full of carpenter's tools left no room for a dead detective. He would
be able to make the body fit only if he dismembered it first..into darkness, Celestina sat down to dinner with her mother and her father in the dining room of the
parsonage..As beautiful as they were, none of these women satisfied him as profoundly as Naomi had satisfied him..He desperately needed closure in the matter of
Naomi's death. That was what these past three years and these supernatural events were all about..When the long table was laden and the wine poured, when everyone
but Mary settled into chairs, Angel said, "My daughter tells me she wants to make a short presentation before I say grace. I don't know what it is, but she assures me it
doesn't involve singing, dancing, or reading any of her poetry." I."Where did you hear that expression," she demanded, though she couldn't conceal her
amusement..Celestina had no illusions about playing detective. She would never be able to track down the bastard, and she had no stomach for confronting him.."You'll
need time to ... adjust to this," he said. "Perhaps you've got to call family.. . .".Because he kept imagining the stealthy sounds of a dead cop rising in vengeance behind him,
Junior switched on the radio. He tuned in a station featuring a Top 40 countdown.."Bet I could, and sell it, too," she said. "I might not be as good at it as I am at teeth, but I'd
be better than some I've read.".Bartholomew might be a teenager living with his parents or a dependent adult residing with family; if so, he wouldn't be revealed in this
search, because the phone would not be listed in his name. Or maybe the guy loathed his first name and never used it except in legal matters, going by his middle name,
instead..We cherish the old stories for their changelessness. Arthur dreams eternally in Avalon. Bilbo can go "there and back again," and "there" is always the beloved
familiar Shire. Don Quixote sets out forever to kill a windmill... So people turn to the realms of fantasy for stability, ancient truths, immutable simplicities..The blue vault
above, cloudless now, was the most threatening sky that Edom had ever seen. The air was astonishingly dry so soon after a storm. And still. Hushed. Earthquake weather.
Before this momentous day was done, great temblors and five-hundred-foot tidal waves would rock and swamp the coast..For a moment," Lipscomb continued, "her voice
became clear, no longer slurred. She raised her head from the pillow, and her eyes fixed on me, all the confusion gone. She was so ... intense. She said ... she said,
'Rowena loves you.'.Great anger was apparent in the way that the uneven, red block letters had been drawn on the wall in hard slashes. But the lettering looked like the
work of a calm and rational mind compared to what had been done after the three Bartholomews were printed..Then from San Francisco International, through the
fog-shrouded streets of the night city, to St. Mary's, to Room 724. And to the discovery that Phimie's blood pressure was so high-210 over 126-that she was in a
hypertensive crisis, at risk of a stroke, renal failure, and other life-threatening complications.."Now you don't have to worry," Angel said, "about what happens to him if ever
you're gone, Aunt Aggie. If he can do this, he can do anything, and you can rest easy."."That's obvious to us, but not always to others. Apparently, this would have been
some years ago.".After the service, among those who came to Agnes at graveside, trying to express the inexpressible, was Paul Damascus, the owner of Damascus
Pharmacy on Ocean Avenue. Of Mideastern extraction, he had dark olive skin and, incredibly, rust--red hair. With his rust-red eyebrows, lashes, and mustache, his
handsome face looked like that of a bronze statue with a curious patina..Agnes leaned forward in her chair: knees together, clasped hands resting on her knees, forehead
against her hands..After the stupid bastards read a newspaper or smoked a few cigarettes, they finally broke down the door. Satisfyingly dramatic: the crack of splintering
wood, the crash..On the back of the watch case, however, were the incriminating words of a commemorative engraving: To Eenie/Love/Tammy Bean..He was
uncomfortable, achy, thirsty, but he remained utterly still and observant. After a while, he realized that the sense of oppression with which he'd awakened was not entirely a
psychological symptom: Something heavy lay across his abdomen. And it was cold-so cold, in fact, that it had numbed his middle to the extent that he hadn't immediately
felt the chill of it. Shivers coursed through him. He clenched his jaws to prevent his teeth from chattering and thereby alerting the man in the chair. Although he never took
his eyes off the comer, Junior became preoccupied with trying to puzzle out what was draped across his midsection. The mysterious observer made him sufficiently nervous
that he couldn't order his thoughts as well as usual, and the effort to prevent the shivers from shaking a sound out of him only further interfered with his ability to reason. The
longer that he was unable to identify the frigid object, the more alarmed he became. He almost cried out when into his mind oozed an image of Naomi's dead body, now
past the whitest shade of pale, as gray as the faint light at the window and turning pale green in a few places, and cold, all the heat of life gone from her flesh, which was not
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yet simmering with any of the heat of decomposition that would soon enliven it again.."I've already told them," Joey said, wheeling away from her and yanking open the door
of the foyer closet with such force that she thought he would tear it off its hinges..Acutely aware that someone with more need than patience might soon rap at the locked
door, Junior dropped back into the men's room..One of the gifts of power is to know power. Wizard knows wizard, unless the concealment is very skillful. And the boy had
no skills at all except in boat-building, of which he was a promising scholar by the age of twelve. About that time the midwife who had helped his mother at his birth came by
and said to his parents, "Let Otter come to me in the evenings after work. He should learn the songs and be prepared for his naming day.".Using all is powers of
concentration, which were formidable, Junior sought to silence the phantom Chicane. At first, the voice steadily faded, but soon it grew louder again, and more insistent.."He
came through the surgery well. He'll be in post-op for a while, then brought here to the ICU. His condition's critical, but there are degrees of critical, and I believe we'll be
able to upgrade him to serious long before this day is over. He's going to make it.".Reminding himself that fortune favored the persistent and that he must always look for
the bright side, Junior began with the city itself and with those whose surnames were Bartholomew. This was a manageable number..With her rock of faith under her, and
breathing hope as much as ever, she was nevertheless unable to be as strong for him as she wanted to be. She felt her face go soft, her mouth tremble, and when she tried
to repress a sob, it burst from her with wretched force..trees also revealed Barty, and no radiance from another world shone spectrally through him, as it had shone through
Joey-dead-and-risen..They wanted to go up to Barty's room, but she refused them, because there was nothing more they could do for the boy than they had done for her.
"He wants to finish reading Starman Jones, and I'm not letting anything interfere with that. We're leaving for Newport Beach at seven in the morning, and you can see him
then.".In the living room, the central and largest window framed a magnificent view, and swagged silk brocatelle draperies framed the window. An oversize hand-painted
and heavily gilded chaise lounge, upholstered in an exquisite tapestry, stood against this backdrop of city and silk, and Renee pulled Junior down upon the chaise,
desperate to be ravished there..As she tucked the bedclothes around him again, she said, "Barty, I don't think you should let anyone else see how you can walk in the rain
without getting wet. Not Edom and Jacob. Not anyone at all. And anything else special that you discover you can do ... we should keep it a secret between you and
me.".Hope, on many wings, hovered all around the physician, but he was afraid to let it roost..Wally-Dr. Walter Lipscomb, who delivered Angel and who became her
godfather-never worried when the girl seemed to be developing too slowly, counseling that every child was an individual, with his or her particular learning pace. Wally's
double specialty--obstetrics and pediatrics-gave him credibility, of course, but Celestina had worried, anyway..He doused the light and crouched motionless in the absolute
darkness, leaning against a wall of the dumpster to steady himself, because his feet were planted in slippery layers of fog-dampened plastic trash bags..This show was
hopeless, disastrous, stupid, foolish, painful, lovely, wonderful, glorious, sweet..Yet his curious attraction to these newborns kept him at the window, and he began to
believe that unconsciously he had intended to come here from the moment he guided his walker out of his room. He'd been compelled to come. Drawn by some mysterious
magnetism..After following the blacktop fifty feet, Junior headed downhill through the close-cropped grass, between the tombstones. He switched on his flashlight and trod
cautiously, for the ground sloped unevenly and, in places, remained soggy and slippery from the rain..A siren in the city wailed toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through
streets bustling with hope, always this lament for the dying..The forger's crossed eyes glowed with reflected light from the screen. He licked his rubbery lips, and his
prominent Adam's apple bobbled: "Like to drain my pipes in that Faye Dunaway, huh?".At 3:3 1 A.M., even the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to
return to bed. Though sweet, though melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling ... threatened. He considered taking a shower and getting an early
start on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes and wielding a butcher knife.."When you didn't answer the doorbell, man, I
just knew what must have happened," Chicane told Junior..Junior was disturbed that the mysterious chanteuse had been performing when he wasn't home. He felt violated.
Invaded..She slammed it shut before he could stop her, whether he had intended to stop her or not, and she engaged the deadbolt lock..Now that Tom knew what to look
for, the gloom couldn't conceal the incredible truth..Bellini assured Celestina that they didn't expect Enoch Cain to be so brazen as to follow police vehicles and to renew his
assault on her at St. Mary's. Nevertheless, he assigned a uniformed police officer to the hall outside of the waiting room that served friends and family of the patients in the
intensive-care unit. And judging by that guard's high level of vigilance, Bellini had not entirely ruled out the possibility that Cain might show up here to finish what he started
in Pacific Heights..In recounting the fortune-telling session, Agnes had not told the magician about the four jacks of spades, only about the aces of diamonds and hearts.
She never wore her worries for anyone to see; and though she had made a joke of the appearance of the fourth knave on Friday, Edom knew that it had deeply troubled
her..Clearly touched and intrigued, the magician nevertheless circled the offer in search of reasons to decline, before at last shaking his head sadly. "I doubt that I'm the
caliber of person you're looking for, Mrs. Lampion. I wouldn't be entirely a credit to your project.".For a while he thought the fear would end only when he perished from it,
but eventually it faded, and in its place poured forth self-pity from a bottomless well. Self-pity, of course, is the ideal fuel for anger; which was why, pursuing the Buick
through fog, climbing now toward Pacific Heights, Junior was in a murderous rage. By the time he reached Cain's bedroom, Tom Vanadium recognized that the austere
decor of the apartment had probably been inspired by the minimalism that the wife killer had noted in the detective's own house in Spruce Hills. This was an uncanny
discovery, troubling for reasons that Vanadium couldn't entirely define, but he remained convinced that his perception was correct..The Rolex. Because most of the trash in
the huge bin was bagged, finding the watch would be easier than Junior had feared..She told them of Phimie's request that the baby be named Angel. "At the time, I
assumed she wasn't able to think clearly because of the stroke..This morning, as Barty stood to one side listening, his mother asked Maria for poems by Emily Dickinson.
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