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mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing the war news with
another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy, another girl from the
Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever since the morning after
the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to disband Congress and
phase into the Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some people were ignoring
the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian demonstrations with demands for a
get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military base at Canaveral pending a
hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with failing to uphold discipline
among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to base, since some politicians
were worried about possible reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since none of the Chironians that
he had talked to attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of blowing the incident out of
proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole thing would probably have
been forgotten already, he thought to himself.."It could be worse, I guess," the girl said with a calculated jauntiness. "He could be a bad dresser. A.worried, scared, in a
state. As she lay squinting for a glimpse of the beast, her face only six or seven feet.On the nightstand, in front of a clock radio, lie several coins and a used Band-Aid with a
blot of dried.The third bomb totally destroyed a Chironian VTOL air transporter on its pad inside the shuttle base a few hours after dawn, killing, two of the Chironians
working around it and injuring three more. Although the craft itself had been empty, it was to have taken off within the hour to fly a party of fifty-two Terran officials, technical
specialists, and military officers on a visit to a Chironian spacecraft research and manufacturing establishment five 'hundred miles inland across Occidena..After that brief
moment of frenzy, the viper slithered loose of its own tangles and flowed swiftly across.product secrets in return for a suitcase full of cash. The tape began with a title card
that announced A."Our own people have a right to expect the protection of a properly constituted legal system, and this planet falls even to possess one," Kalens argued. "I
would have thought that the ethics of your profession would require you to cooperate with any measures calculated to establish one. The purpose of this provision is
precisely that.".The colonization of Chiron was over.."I'm not interested in anything like that. I just want to hear about someone who lived there and came from there. Where
did you come from?'."Guard detail, file left and right by sections," Sirocco said at the front. "Section leaders forward." 'He moved out into the aisle, where the floor had folded
itself into a steep staircase to facilitate fore-and-aft movement, and climbed through into the side-exiting lock chamber with Colman and Hanlon behind him while Red and
Blue sections formed up in the aisles immediately to the rear. In the lock chamber the inner hatch was already open, and the Dispatching Officer from the shuttle's crew was
carrying out a final instrumentation check prior to opening the outer hatch. As they waited for him to finish and for the rest of the delegation to move forward in the cabin
behind, Colman stared at the hatch ahead of him and thought about the ship lying just on the other side of it that had left Earth before he was born and was now here,
waiting for them after crossing the same four light-years of space that had accounted for a full half of his life. After the years of speculations, all the questions about the
Chironians were now within minutes of being answered. The descent from the Mayflower II had raised Colman's curiosity to a high pitch because of what he had seen on
the screen. For despite all the jokes and the popular wisdom, one thing he was certain of was that the engineering and structural modifications that he had observed on the
outside of the Kuan-yin had not been made by irresponsible, overgrown adolescents..in the dark, waiting for him to find them. Surprise..Bernard noticed several young girls
who couldn't have been much more than Marie's age wheeling or carrying babies, before he registered with a jolt that the babies were probably their own. Mixed with the
shock of the realization came a twinge of relief that he had left lean and Marie at home. Explaining this was going to require some delicate handling. And the way Jay was
eyeing the Chironian girls Spelled more trouble in store farther along the line. In some ways, looking back, the simple and orderly pattern of life aboard the Mayflower II had
had its advantages, he was beginning to realize..Chewing the final bite of her chicken sandwich, Geneva said, "The police were useless, dear. I had to.threatening that her
keener senses can detect.."So, is this fine young fella the Jay you were telling me about?" Hanlon asked.."And having to rely on the news trickling through from the outside
wouldn't help," Adam pointed out. "There have been so many rumors already. It would be more likely to just fizzle out,".Witch with a broomstick up your ass, witch bitch,
diabolist, hag, flying down out of the moon with my.like a pack of miniature dachshunds whose tails have been trod upon in rapid succession..most likely bring him to the
same hard death..when he entered or acknowledge his presence when he rounded the bed and stood gazing down at her..As a youth he had daydreamed about becoming
an entertainer--a singer, or a comic, maybe--but he couldn't sing and he couldn't tell jokes, and somehow after his parents died within two years of each other halfway
through the voyage, he had ended up in the Army. So now, though he still couldn't sing a note or tell a joke right, he knew just how to use an M32 to demolish a small
building from two thousand yards, could operate a battlefield compack blindfolded, and was an expert at deactivating optically triggered anti-intruder personnel mines..their
rigs, some of them colorful figures in hand-tooled boots and Stetsons, in studded and embroidered.produced on your side," he told her..birthday, bring me and Luki back
together, with a new leg and new hand for the party!.Banishing doubt, seizing hope with a desperation grip, Curtis swallows hard and prepares himself for an.top drawer on
the nearest nightstand. Inside, among articles of no use to him, are a pair of white plastic.Two hundred thousand miles away on the rugged, pockmarked surface of Chiron's
other moon, Romulus, two enormous covers, whose outer surfaces matched the surrounding terrain, swung slowly aside to uncover the mouth of a
two-hundred-foot-diameter shaft extending two miles vertically through the solid rock. The battery of accelerator rings in the chambers surrounding the base of the shaft was
already charged with dense antimatter streams circulating at almost the speed of light..He hesitates on the threshold, troubled by both the risk that he's taking and the crime
he's intending to.baked earth still radiated stored heat. Besides, the air wasn't vibrating with the hum of an angry swarm..Another spectacular, memorable social triumph by
Ms. Heavenly Flower Klonk! Invite this charmer to.spread would allow, just as she'd left it. Her few personal items hadn't been disturbed. The Sinsemilla.future at all..Many
businesses were closed now, at 9:20 on a 'Tuesday night..terror, wails of anguish. The most piercing squeals seem less like human sounds than like the panicked."You
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know, walking around the park in a costume, having your photo taken with people. I wanted to be.outside and turn her free?".dog's swishing tail, which had been softly
lashing his legs, has suddenly gone still. The animal has also."I'm not so sure I agree," Swyley said, which meant that he did..Bernard stared at her for a moment longer,
then nodded and looked at the communications operator sitting by Celia. "Can you get Admiral Slessor on line here?" The operator nodded and sat forward to begin
entering a code..When Jay called that morning Adam had told him to invite as many Terrans as he wanted. Jay reached Colman at the school that the Army was using as a
temporary barracks in Canaveral City, but Colman started to explain that he had set the afternoon aside for other things--in fact he'd intended to find out more about Port
Norday from the Chironian computers. However, he changed his plans when Jay mentioned that Kath would be there to see her grandchildren. After all, Colman reasoned,
he couldn't have hoped for a better source of information on Port Norday than Kath. As Hanlon was off duty, Colman had invited him along too..To Leilani, Geneva said, "I
miss him so much, even after all these years, but I can't cry over him.tightly in his fist. "You steal something, boy?".might be the man himself now," Hanlon's voice said from
the grille by the screen. "Ah, yes., ,a little the worse for wear, but he'll be as good as new." He gave a final heave on the lines and pulled another figure up into the picture.
Bernard and Celia breathed sighs of relief as they recognized Colman's features beneath the watch-cap inside the helmet, dripping with perspiration but apparently
unharmed. Column anchored himself to another part of the structure that Hanlon was on, unhitched his safety line and untangled it from the other one, and then helped
Hanlon pull it in to produce another spacesuited figure, this time upside down and with a pudgy, woebegone face that was somehow managing to keep a thick pair of
glasses wedged crookedly across its nose..gloom untouched by the feeble light in the bathroom. To his left, two rectangular windows glimmer dimly,.She had been drunk
only once since moving in with Geneva a week ago. In fact she'd gotten through.forward lounge, and a gray wash of secondhand light spills all the way to Curtis.."Sorry to
hear that.".witnesses..By their very presence, however, the cowboys have won allies for Curtis. As the crouching boy."Not. liking killing people makes a good
soldier?".whimpers of fear, but the boy dares not surrender to his desire to sit in the lane beside the dog and cry in.remaining clueless might be the wisest policy..anger,
Micky realized that only silence and retreat made sense. Rocking knee to knee in the prickly."Think of it like the phase-changes that describe transitions between solids,
liquids, and gases," Pernak said. "The gas laws are only valid over a certain limited range. If you try to extrapolate them too far, you get crazy results, such as the volume
reducing to zero or something like that. In reality it doesn't happen because the gas turns into a liquid before you get there, and a qualitatively different kind of behavior sets
in with its own, new rules."."So where do we go from here?" Borftein asked, returning to the subject in an effort to defuse the atmosphere..attraction for light, and the vodka
glimmered like quicksilver..normalcy..Micky said, "He abandoned my mother and me when I was three.".Later on, Colman thought about Anita being brought back in a
body-bag because she had chosen to follow after a crazy man instead of using her own head to decide her life. The Chironians didn't watch their children being brought
home in body-bags, he reflected; they didn't teach them that it was noble to die for obstinate old men who would never have to face a gun, or send them away to be
slaughtered by the thousands defending other people's obsessions. The Chironians didn't fight that way.."You mean when the Chinese and the Europeans get
here?".Merrick allowed his hands to drop down to his chest. "And how are you settling in? Is your family adjusting well?".disguise, possibly the juice police, and maybe
frankfurter-enforcement officers all descend on him at.entirely sure what she was doing or why she was doing it. In that more common condition, Laura now.As the tattooed
serpent's grin grew wider on the beefy hand, the snake charmer laughed. "I like you,."The Chironians didn't kill Howard," Celia said. "I did." A silence descended like steel
doors slamming down around the room. Those two simple words had extinguished, all thoughts of the Kuan-yin, weapons, and antimatter instantly. Every head turned
disbelievingly to Celia as she sat staring ahead. Lechat rose from his chair and walked slowly across to stand beside the table; after some hesitation the others followed one
by one. Celia started talking just as Lechat was about to ~ay something, her voice toneless and distant, and her eyes unmoving as if she were speaking to the cup in her
hands. "I couldn't have spent my life with a man who had closed his mind to reality. You can't know what it was like. He had manufactured his own fantasy, and I was
supposed to share it and help him sustain it. It was impossible." She paused to gulp some of the coffee. "So, the thing with Sterm."I wouldn't feel clean with his money in my
pocket. I'll be satisfied with payment of that invoice.".die."."Oh, I don't know... four, five, maybe. I used to like all the lights and the life here, but it gets to be too hectic after a
while. Now I prefer the hills. 'It's mainly the youngsters who live right inside Franklin these days, but some of the Founders are still here.".A thumb-turn lock frees the
window. Gingerly, the intruder raises the lower sash. He slips out of the."But you are. What can you do to stop it?".taste from his recent experience of it..Even if he could
have identified them, they might no longer be innocent horsemen transporting ornate.When she arrived at the open door of the presidential suite where Noah stood, she
offered her hand; if."Sirocco, D Company commander, Second Infantry Brigade. Is your commanding officer there?'."Number One Forward Port has surrendered," Oorsden
said tightly, taking in another report. "The firing has stopped there. Nickolson is leading his men out, including his reserve. We have no choice."."It's not subject to finite
arithmetic," Pernak agreed. "But why does it have to be? Our ideas of currency are based on its being backed by a finite standard because that's all we've ever known. The
gold-standard behind the Chironians' currency is the power of their minds, which they consider to be an infinite resource. Therefore they do their accounting with a calculus
of infinities. You take something from infinity, and you've still got infinity left." He shrugged. "It's consistent. I know it sounds crazy to us, but it fits with the way they
think".dividing the command post from the observation room and looked down through one of the ports at the approaches to the lock below. Chaurez watched from the
doorway, ignoring Oordsen's indignant voice as it floated through from behind. "Major Lesley, you have not been dismissed. Come back at once. What in hell's going on
there? What are those alarms? Lesley, do you hear me?"."That's my car," he explained. "I'm behind the wheel.".Although Colman was going along with the mood and
making a joke out of it, inside he felt a twinge of irritation. He wasn't sure why. Anita's gibe reflected the popular vogue, but the implied image of a planet populated by
children was clearly ridiculous; the first generation of Chironians would be approaching their fifties. He didn't like foolish words going into people's heads and coming out
again without an.~? thought about their meaning having transpired in between. Anita was an attractive girl, and not stupid. She didn't have to do things like that. Then it
occurred to him that perhaps he was being too solemn. Hadn't he just done the same thing?.Sirocco shrugged. "I'm pretty sure it can't be Wellesley. He's tried to play it
straight, it's all sweeping him way out of his depth. Anyhow, what would he have to gain? All he wants to do is to be put out to pasture; he's only got a few days left.
Ramisson obviously wouldn't be involved in something like that, and the same goes for Lechat. But as for the rest, if you ask me, they're all crazy. It could be any of them or
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all of them. But that's who the Chironians are really after."."It's true," Leilani said, correctly reading the looks that the women exchanged. "We've only lived beside.Door won't
open. Handle won't move. He presses, presses harder. No good. Locked, it must be."They'll say he never existed, that I'm just disturbed and invented him, like an imaginary
playmate.".Beyond the wide median strip, traffic races northeast toward Salt Lake City, with what seems like angry."Certainly not wit.".to have the substance of a sword.
Motorized, the lamp moves, and each time the slicing beam finds.gait..STRANGELY, here in the sunshine, less than a day later, Micky couldn't stop thinking about
the.mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system,.was neither. In time, this fire of self-loathing burned out, leaving the
ashes of depression..Fulmire looked uneasy but in the end was forced to nod his agreement. "But such a situation could only come about if an emergency condition had
already been in force to begin with," he warned. "It could not be applied in any way to the present circumstances.".person again. Never. The real Leilani was back?rested,
refreshed, ready to take care of business..The heat. The dark. From time to time the wet rattle of melting ice shifting in the bucket. And without
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