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cometh, as | were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and

set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, | will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling
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them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and
how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his
wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd
Sharper ccxciv.Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is
not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady
Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, | have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the
Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of
him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If | find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the
Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if | find him not, | shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I

will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once

up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?"
Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the
Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing
upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, | grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] | will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience,"
answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and
calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold
dcii.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore
he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of
case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his
father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red
camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and
expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of
Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights
and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to
them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "l am
the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite, abject
and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain.
She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come
of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in
marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel
answered, 'l feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, | will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else
should | not do him justice.". Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently | espied a closet beside me; so | looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest
thou?' Quoth |, 'l see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!" And we fell a-weeping, | and he. As we
were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran
at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. | seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with
him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So | gave myself up for lost and said,
‘There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then | looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so | clambered up
for dear life, till | reached the lunettes, and | distracted [for fear]. | made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So |
bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon | cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that | reached the earth, unhurt.
The folk flocked round me and | acquainted them with my story..Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and
drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that
indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.The first to take
the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thine honour,
therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall | them forget, nay, nor the day they went.The zephyr's
sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..0ne day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me
go with him;] but | said, 'l will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who
came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!" Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I,

'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house," answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the
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folk." And my friend said to me, '‘Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found
it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!" And
| said, '"May God not requite thee for me with good!".The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his
boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of
the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing
and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him,
he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will | begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter

than clear cold water and more sweet..When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house.
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